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ADVOCATE OF PEACE AND ARBITRATION. 



MR. PAINE'S ACCEPTANCE. 

IscHL, Austria, June 15, 1891. 
Rev. R. B. Howard, Secretary American Peace Society : 

Dear Sir — Your letter of May 26, took me completely 
by surprise, announcing that I had been elected president 
of the Society in the flattering manner you have described. 
I appreciate deeply the honor, and cannot help expressing 
my grateful appreciation of the respect implied in my 
selection for this office. I have long felt profoundly that 
our country can exert vast influence in the affairs of the 
world in fa,vor of all good counsels, especially in favor of 
those which aim directly to uplift the masses of the peo- 
ple and to ameliorate their condition. The world is ready 
to hear and help their cause. The influence of America 
will powerfully aid. Now nothing can promote their wel- 
fare more than the promotion of Peace, arbitration and 
European disarmament. Our Society ought to have a 
president who can give more undivided attention to this 
great cause than it will be possible for me to do. I have 
therefore almost come to the conclusion that it is not fair 
to the cause, the Society or to myself, to assume these 
new duties besides all those which now rest upon me 
practically for life. Therefore, if you can either now, or 
at the end of a year or two, find some abler and fitter 
man for president, I shall be most happy to retire, and 
only accept the office, as it were, temporarily and experi- 
mentally ; and with this distinct understanding that the 
Soeietj' is free at any time to allow me to i-etire and place 
any other man in the office. Meantime I am sure I can 
give my best wishes to the good cause and to yourself, 
and beg you to accept my thanks for the kind expressions 
in your letter towards myself. 

Yours sincerely, 

Rob't Treat Paine. 



Privateering, as a lawful pursuit, ceased with what is 
called the Declaration of Paris (1856), made by most of 
the maritime powers of the world. It came to be seen 
that privateering was merely national piracy, and it was 
abandoned. 

The first use of the new smokeless gunpowder in 
France was to kill nine persons engaged in a peaceable 
demonstration on May 1, 1891. The soldiers were ordered 
to tire without warning on unarmed citizens who did not 
immediately "move on." Thus by its despotic military 
arm and by means of the latest invention intended to 
kill Germans the French Republic aims a blow at its life. 



" "War is inconsistent with our civilization." 



THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

MIDSUMMER MEETING BUSINESS TRANSACTED. 

The executive committee of the American Peace Society, 
which acts for the society between the annual meetings, 
met at Pilgrim Hall Monday, July 13, at 2 p. m. Rev. 
Chas. B. Smith was chosen moderator. Prayer was 
offered by Rev. J. H. Allen, D.D., of Cambridge. Rec- 
ords were read by Rev. S. C. Bushnell, temporary scribe, 
and approved. A letter from Senator Hoar acknowledged 
the receipt of a resolution passed at the annual meeting, 
in favor of enacting a law whereby cases arising under 
foreign treaties may be adjudicated by the Supreme 
Court, and promised to give the matter of bringing in a 
bill to that efl'ect his early and earnest attention. 

It was voted to send three memorials, one to President 
Harrison, one to the United States Senate, and one to the 
House of Representatives, asking the government to call 
a conference of governments at Chicago, in connection 
with the Columbian exposition, whose principal object 
should be to recommend methods by which (1) treaties 
should contain arbitral clauses ; (2) by which greater har- 
mony in the laws of nations can be secured ; (3) and 
finally, a high court of arbitration between nations, sitting 
permanently, may be established. A petition to be handed 
every member of Congress and circulated for signatures 
throughout the United States, was adopted, praying for 
the conference of governments at Chicago. It was voted 
to appropriate $500 to send an official delegate to the 
Universal Peace Congress at Rome in November. The 
Secretary and Dr. Miner were added to the finance com- 
mittee, consisting of W. E. Sheldon, C. B. Smith, and F. 
M. Patten, and the entire matter of securing an official 
delegate and expending the appropriation was committed 
to that enlarged committee. 

Hon. W. W. Story of Rome, Italy, Rev. J. F. Loba 
of Kalamazoo, Mich., and Rev. Dr. A. A. Miner of Bos- 
ton, were elected additional honorary delegates to the 
Congress at Rome, eight others having been chosen at the 
annual meeting. A cordial letter, dated Isehl, Austria, 
was read from Hon. Robert Treat Paine, accepting the 
office of president of the society. On motion of Secretary 
Howard the thanks of the society were extended to Hon. 
Josiah Quincy for his Fourth of July oration at the Bos- 
ton Theatre, and a copy requested for publication. It 
was characterized as the best address on the subject of 
Peace and War from a person outside of peace societies 
since Sumner's "True Grandeur of Nations," July 4, 
1845. Communications were received from Director Mc- 
Grath, Joseph Cartland of the committee, and John G. 
Wbittier, vice-president, approving of the publication. 

Rev. 0. F. Fitzgerald, D D., of Nashville, Tenn., 
Bishop of M. E. Church, South, and Hon. Josiah Quincy 
were elected honorary members. The becretary was in- 
structed to extend the sympathy of this society to the 
Lombardy Union of Italy on the sudden death of its hon- 
ored president. Professor Vigano of Milan. On motion 
of Rev. P. S. Moxom, D.D., seconded by Rev. D. H. 
Ela, D.D., a vacation of six weeks was tendered to Secre- 
tary R. B. Howard, which, if he accepts it, will be the 
first in his seven years' service. Among those present at 
the meeting were Rev. Drs. Miner, Allen, Ela and Moxom, 
also Rev. Messrs. Smith, Howard, Richards and Bush- 
nell. The next meeting will be held in September. 



"What sunshine is to flowers, smiles are to humanity." 



